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MR . JOHNSON: GOOD AFTERNOON, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. 
I DON'T HAVE ANY PREPARED REMARKS FOR TODAY, SO I'D BE 
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PLEASED TO ATTEMPT TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS 
MR, GEDDA. 
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Q COULD YOU BRING US UP-TO-DATE ON ACTIVITIES AT 
THE U.N. CONCERNING THE RESOLUTION ON HAITI THAT YOU 
WERE TRYING TO GET APPROVED? 
MR, JOHNSON: I DON'T HAVE A WHOLE LOT FOR YOU ON 
THAT BECAUSE, OF COURSE, THE ACTIVITY IS TAKING PLACE 
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THERE. I CAN SAY THAT OUR CONSULTATIONS IN NEW YORK 
CONTINUE AMONG THE FRIENDS OF HAITI AND THE MEMBERS OF 
THE U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL; AND WE BELIEVE THEY'RE GOING 
WELL, BUT WE STILL HAVE SOME WORK TO DO. 
THE COUNCIL WAS IN SESSION UNTIL VERY LATE LAST 
NIGHT AND WILL MEET AGAIN THIS AFTERNOON. IF NECESSARY, 
IT WILL CONTINUE TO MEET INTO THE WEEKEND. 
WE HOPE THAT THE STRONG STATEMENT BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WILL CONVINCE THE ILLEGITIMATE 
AUTHORITIES IN HAITI THAT IT IS TIME TO STEP DOWN, 
Q IS THERE A DEADLINE YOU'RE UP AGAINST? 
MR. JOHNSON: NO; I WOULDN'T CHARACTERIZE IT THAT 
WAY. THE CURRENT RESOLUTION ON UNMIH, I BELIEVE, WOULD 
NEED TO BE RENEWED, BUT I WOULDN'T CHARACTERIZE IT AS A 
"DEADLINE. " 
Q WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? WE WERE TOLD, I THINK 
LAST WEEK, THAT IT WOULD BE A MATTER OF A COUPLE OF DAYS. 
MR. JOHNSON: I DON'T RECALL ANYONE CHARACTERIZING 
IT THAT WAY, AND I WOULDN'T DESCRIBE IT AS A "PROBLEM." 
CONSULTATIONS HAVE GONE ON THROUGHOUT SEVERAL DAYS. 
YOU'LL RECALL THAT MR. TARNOFF WENT TO ARGENTINA AND 
BRAZIL. THERE HAVE BEEN ACTIVE CONSULTATIONS IN NEW 
YORK, AS WELL AS IN 
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CAPITALS THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS, AND THOSE 
CONSULTATIONS ARE CONTINUING AND WE BELIEVE WE'LL REACH 
A RESOLUTION DURING THE COURSE OF THE WEEKEND. 
Q WHAT ARE THE CONSULTATIONS FOCUSING ON? 
MR. JOHNSON: THE CONSULTATIONS, AS WITH ALL 
CONSULTATIONS, DO FOCUS ON GETTING INPUT FROM VARIOUS 
PEOPLE -- THE FRIENDS OF HAITI, THE MEMBERS OF THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL, ARISTIDE -- TO CRAFT A RESOLUTION 
WHICH WILL ENJOY BROAD SUPPORT AND WILL DEMONSTRATE THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S COMMITMENT TO REMOVING THE 
THREE MILITARY COUP LEADERS FROM HAITI. 
YES, BOB? 
Q OUTFLOWS HAVE BEEN SORT OF TRICKLING THE LAST 
COUPLE OF WEEKS UNLESS YOU CAN UPDATE US ON SOME CHANGE 
IN NUMBERS. HAS A SENSE OF CRISIS ABATED NOW IN HAITI? 
IS IT NOW A --
MR. JOHNSON: I WOULDN'T CHARACTERIZE IT THAT WAY. 
IN TERMS OF NUMBERS, THE NUMBERS HAVE BEEN QUITE LOW 
OVER ABOUT A THREE-WEEK PERIOD NOW. I WOULD TELL YOU 
THAT 86 HAITIANS IN TWO BOATS WERE INTERDICTED BY THE 
COAST GUARD YESTERDAY. THAT BRINGS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF 
HAITIANS PICKED UP SINCE SHIPBOARD PROCESSING BEGAN ON 
JUNE 15 TO APPROXIMATELY 21,090. 
WE'RE ENCOURAGED THAT FEWER HAITIANS FEEL THE NEED 
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TO RISK THEIR LIVES BY TAKING TO SEA IN SMALL 
UNSEAWORTHY BOATS; AND WHILE NOT SPECULATING ON WHAT 
THIS MAY MEAN, WE BELIEVE THAT IT COULD REPRESENT 
KNOWLEDGE IN HAITI THAT THE OPTIONS WHEN ONE LEAVES ARE 
SAFEHAVEN OR VOLUNTARY RETURN, AND ALSO THAT THE 
OPPORTUNITIES TO COME TO THE U.S. ARE REPRESENTED BY 
AVAILING ONE'S SELF OF ONE OF THE THREE IN-COUNTRY 
PROCESSING FACILITIES WHICH ARE IN HAITI -- WHICH WE 
CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE THOSE WHO FEEL AS THOUGH THEY FACE 
A THREAT OF PERSECUTION, THAT THEY SHOULD USE THOSE 
FACILITIES. 
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Q CAN YOU TELL US IF THE NUMBERS OF THOSE 
FACILITIES GONE UP SINCE WE MADE THAT ANNOUNCEMENT A FEW 
WEEKS AGO? 
MR. JOHNSON: YES; THERE WAS A SLIGHT INCREASE IN 
THE NUMBER OF APPLICANTS EARLIER THIS MONTH . THE 
INCREASE HAS BEEN MORE MARKED THIS WEEK, THE USUAL 
NUMBER IS ABOUT 80 PER WEEK, AND THIS WEEK THERE WERE AS 
MANY AS 200 SHOWING UP ON SOME DAYS. 
I WOULD NOTE THAT IN ORDER TO DEAL WITH THIS 
INCREASE AND TO SPEED UP THE INTERVIEW PROCESS, THE 
IMMIGRATION AND 
PAGE 3 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE HAS SENT SIX ADDITIONAL 
INTERVIEWERS TO PORT-AU-PRINCE. 
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Q DID THE 200, DAVID, ACTUALLY GET TO SEE 
SOMEBODY ONE NIGHT, SURE . 
MR. JOHNSON: THEY'LL ALL GET TO SEE SOMEBODY. ARE 
YOU TALKING ABOUT -- I DO NOT KNOW HOW MANY OF THOSE 
WERE DETERMINED NOT TO MEET THE ELIGIBLE REQUIREMENTS 
DURING SOME SORT OF INITIAL SCREENING PROGRAM AND HOW 
MANY WERE AFFORDED OPPORTUNITIES TO APPLY BASED ON A 
FEAR OF PERSECUTION . I DON'T HAVE THAT MATERIAL . 
Q DO YOU, DAVID, HAVE A STATISTIC PERCENTAGE OF 
INCREASE OF THOSE WHO ARE SHOWING -- WELL, "SHOWING UP" 
IS THE WRONG WORD . BUT JUST TO GIVE US AN IDEA OF HOW 
THESE NUMBERS ARE INCREASING WITH THE DECREASING BOAT 
EXITS . 
MR. JOHNSON: I BELIEVE THERE'S BEEN AN INCREASE 
OVER THE LAST SEVERAL WEEKS. I DON'T BELIEVE THAT THERE 
HAS BEEN A MARKED INCREASE JUST IN THE LAST FEW DAYS 
WHEN THESE NUMBERS STARTED TO CREEP UP. 
THE OVERALL NUMBER OF PERSONS APPROVED FOR ENTRY IN 
THE UNITED STATES THAT WERE AFFORDED AN INTERVIEW AFTER 
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DETERMINING THAT THEY WERE ELIGIBLE FOR THE PROGRAM IS 
APPROXIMATELY 25 PERCENT, AND THAT HAS GONE UP OVER THE 
COURSE OF THE PROGRAM. BUT I DON'T HAVE ANY INFORMATION 
THAT IT HAS GONE UP MARKEDLY JUST IN THE LAST FEW DAYS. 
YES, BOB. 
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Q BUT YOU'RE ATTRIBUTING THE TURNDOWN TO A CHANGE 
IN PERCEPTIONS AMONG HAITIANS ON THEIR OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
LEAVING, NOT TO ANY CHANGE IN CONDITIONS ON THE GROUND. 
HUMAN RIGHTS ATROCITIES WE WERE HEARING ABOUT A MONTH 
AGO. THE ECONOMIC CONDITIONS? 
MR. JOHNSON: NO; WE DO NOT PERCEIVE ANY REAL CHANGE 
ON THE GROUND -- CERTAINLY, NO POSITIVE CHANGE ON THE 
GROUND. WE WOULD ATTRIBUTE IT EITHER TO A REALIZATION 
OF WHAT OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE WHEN ONE LEAVES BY 
BOAT AND ALSO, AS THE NUMBERS INDICATE HERE, POSSIBLY A 
REALIZATION THAT THE BEST, SAFEST OPPORTUNITY -- IF ONE, 
INDEED, DOES FEEL A GENUINE FEAR OF PERSECUTION -- IS 
THROUGH THE IN-
COUNTRY PROCESSING CENTERS. 
MARK -- BEHIND YOU THERE. 
Q YES. DO YOU HAVE A FIGURE FOR THE TOTAL 
CAPACITY OF ALL THE SAFEHAVENS WHICH HAVE NOW BEEN SET 
UP? HOW DOES THAT COMPARE WITH THE 2L,090 WHICH HAVE 
BEEN TAKEN IN SINCE THE LSTH OF JUNE? 
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MR. JOHNSON: I THINK THAT THERE'S NOT A FIRM, 
INELASTIC CAPACITY NUMBER. AS YOU KNOW, THERE WERE 
VARIOUS NUMBERS WE USED AT GUANTANAMO DURING THE EARLY 
DAYS WHEN IT WAS OPEN, AND THAT NUMBER PROVED TO BE 
RATHER ELASTIC. SO I MEAN I HAVE FIGURES FOR SOME OF 
THE COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE AGREED, UNDER MEMORANDA OF 
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UNDERSTANDING, BUT I DON'T THINK YOU COME UP WITH A 
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Q BUT AT THE MOMENT THERE'S NO PROSPECT OF THE 
SAFEHAVEN SYSTEM BEING UNDER SERIOUS PRESSURE WITH THE 
NUMBERS YOU HAVE AT THE MOMENT. 
MR. JOHNSON: WE HAVE ADEQUATE CAPACITY FOR THE 
NUMBER THAT WE HAVE AT THE MOMENT. 
MARK, DID YOU HAVE A QUESTION? 
Q YOU MAY HAVE REPLIED TO THIS EARLIER IN THE 
WEEK. PRESIDENT ARISTIDE CALLED FOR A DATE CERTAIN FOR 
HIS RETURN. DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO SAY ABOUT THAT? 
MR. JOHNSON: I'D ONLY REFER TO OUR EFFORTS IN NEW 
YORK RIGHT NOW TO SECURE THE TYPE OF RESOLUTION WHICH 
WOULD REAFFIRM AND MAKE MORE CONCRETE THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY'S DETERMINATION THAT THE THREE LEAVE HAITI AND 
THAT ARISTIDE, AS THE ELECTED PRESIDENT, BE RETURNED. 
Q BUT THAT RESOLUTION WON'T CONTAIN A DATE? 
MR. JOHNSON: I DON'T HAVE A RESOLUTION OF A TEXT TO 
READ YOU, SO I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING FOR YOU ON THAT. 
Q DO YOU HAVE NUMBERS OF HAITIANS WHO ARE 
CURRENTLY AT GUANTANAMO, AND HOW THAT PROCESSING IS 
GOING? 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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MR. JOHNSON: ALL OF THE HAITIAN BOAT PEOPLE AT 
GUANTANAMO EXCEPT FOR THE 86 PICKED UP YESTERDAY HAVE 
BEEN PROCESSED EITHER FOR VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION OR FOR 
TEMPORARY PROTECTION. THAT'S 15,700 THAT HAVE BEEN 
APPROVED FOR TEMPORARY PROTECTION; 3,577 HAVE 
VOLUNTEERED TO RETURN TO HAITI; 3,410 OF THESE HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN REPATRIATED AND A FURTHER 167 ARE ENROUTE 
TO HAITI TODAY. 
Q SO HOW MANY REMAIN AT GUANTANAMO? 
MR. JOHNSON: I'LL SEE IF I CAN DO MY SUMS HERE. 
Q THAT HAVEN'T BEEN SENT TO SAFEHAVENS? A NUMBER 
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MAY HAVE BEEN APPROVED BUT THEY MAY NOT HAVE BEEN 
SHIPPED ON. 
MR, JOHNSON: GUANTANAMO IS THE SAFEHAVEN SITE FOR 
THE TIME BEING. 
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Q 
MR. 
Q 
MR. 
Q 
HAITI? 
YOU CAN'T SAY WHEN THE OTHER SITES WILL OPEN? 
JOHNSON: I CANNOT. 
RADIO DEMOCRACY STILL BROADCASTING TO HAITI? 
JOHNSON: EXCUSE ME? 
RADIO DEMOCRACY -- IS IT STILL BROADCASTING TO 
MR. JOHNSON: I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING BEYOND WHAT WE 
SAID SEVERAL DAYS AGO. I PRESUME IT IS, BUT LET ME LOOK 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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INTO THAT AND SEE IF I CAN GET SOMETHING MORE CONCRETE 
FOR YOU. 
YOU HAD A QUESTION OVER HERE. 
Q THAT WAS IT. 
Q HAVE YOU SEEN THIS REPORT THAT GENERAL CEDRAS 
AND HIS TWO PALS ARE FLOATING A PLAN WHERE THEY WOULD 
RESIGN AND TURN THEIR OFFICES OVER TO SOME CRONIES BUT 
NOT LEAVE HAITI? WOULD THAT SORT OF THING BE ACCEPTABLE? 
MR, JOHNSON: I SAW A REPORT OF THAT IN A NEWSPAPER 
YESTERDAY . THERE'S BEEN NO APPROACH TO ANY U.S. 
GOVERNMENT PERSON REGARDING THAT; AND, NO, THAT'S NOT AN 
ACCEPTABLE OUTCOME. THE ACCEPTABLE OUTCOME IS THE 
FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS IN THE GOVERNOR'S ISLAND 
AGREEMENT, AND THAT IS THE DEPARTURE OF THE THREE AND 
THE RESTORATION OF PRESIDENT ARISTIDE AS THE ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF HAITI. 
Q THE DEPARTURE FROM HAITI? 
MR. JOHNSON: FROM HAITI. 
Q PHYSICAL DEPARTURE, NOT JUST DEPARTURE FROM 
OFFICE? 
Curr ent Class: UNCLASSIFIED 
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MR. JOHNSON : YES, DEPARTURE. CHARLIE. 
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Q IN MY ABSENCE, THE TURKS IN CAICOS -- IS THAT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED 
PAGE 12 STATE 204459 3121272 
UP AND RUNNING? 
MR. JOHNSON: TURKS AND CACIOS IS COMPLETED. WE MAY 
USE THE GRAND TURK FACILITY AS THE INITIAL PROCESSING 
SITE WHERE HAITIAN BOAT PEOPLE MAY BE INTERVIEWED FOR 
TEMPORARY SAFEHAVEN OR FOR VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION. 
THERE ARE NO PLANS, AND NO ONE WILL BE INTERVIEWED THERE 
FOR POTENTIAL ADMISSION TO THE UNITED STATES. 
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THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND THE TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS HAS BEEN REVISED TO 
REFLECT THE CHANGED NATURE OF THIS OPERATION. 
WITH THE DECLINE IN THE NUMBER OF HAITIANS LEAVING BY 
BOAT, A DECISION ON WHETHER TO OPEN TCI HAS NOT BEEN MADE 
BUT , IN THE MEANTIME , THE FACILITY IS REMAINING ON A 48 - HOUR 
STANDBY BASIS. 
Q IT'S NOT OPEN? 
MR. JOHNSON: IT'S NOT OPEN . IT CAN BE OPENED WITHIN 
48 HOURS. 
Q IT WILL BE A {INAUDIBLE} AND NOT A SAFEHAVEN, 
IF IT WAS OPENED? 
MR . JOHNSON : THAT IS CORRECT. 
Q DAVID, IS THERE ANY OTHER PLACE THAT IS NOW IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THAT STATUS THAT'S COMPLETE AND READY TO BE USED BUT IS NOT 
YET FUNCTIONING? 
MR. JOHNSON : I DO NOT BELIEVE SO . WE HAVE MEMORANDA 
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OF UNDERSTANDING WITH OTHER PLACES, BUT WE DO NOT HAVE 
FACILITIES THAT ARE UP AND READY. 
Q ARE WE PREPARING THE OTHER SITES? 
MR. JOHNSON: I'M NOT SURE WHERE WE STAND IN THAT 
PROCESS. 
Q PEOPLE HERE WERE SAYING LAST WEEK THAT AN 
EFFORT WAS BEING MADE TO DETERMINE THE COST OF THIS 
OPERATION IN THE CARIBBEAN AND IT WAS SUPPOSEDLY GOING TO BE 
AVAILABLE THIS WEEK. YOU DON'T HAVE ANY NUMBERS, DO YOU? 
MR. JOHNSON: I DON'T. CAN YOU BE MORE SPECIFIC 
ABOUT IT? 
Q 
FACILITIES 
EXPENSES. 
WELL, COSTS. YOU HAVE ALL OF THESE SAFEHAVEN 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION, YOU HAVE THE COAST GUARD 
MR. JOHNSON: I'LL LOOK INTO THAT. I'M UNAWARE OF 
ANY ACCOUNTING PROJECT THAT'S BEEN PUT TOGETHER TO COME UP 
WITH SOMETHING LIKE THAT. 
MORE HAITI? 
Q CAN WE COVER NIGERIA? 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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MR. JOHNSON: DO YOU HAVE ANOTHER HAITI? 
PAGE 7 
Q NO, I DON'T, BUT I'M CONCURRING. 
MR. JOHNSON: LET US GO. 
Q I BELIEVE IT'S FOUR HOUSE MEMBERS WHO WERE 
DENIED VISAS BY THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT, DO YOU HAVE A 
COMMENT ON THATF 
MR. JOHNSON: I SAW THAT ITEM JUST MOMENTS BEFORE I 
WALKED IN. SO I'M GOING TO HAVE TO TAKE IT FOR A CONCRETE 
RESPONSE TO YOU. I DON'T KNOW THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH 
THE REPORT IS MADE AND WHETHER IT'S ACCURATE AT THIS POINT. 
Q AND TO FOLLOW, DAVID, JESSE JACKSON WAS QUOTED 
ON THE WIRES AS BEING VERY PESSIMISTIC ABOUT WHAT HE HAS 
FOUND IN HIS MISSION TO NIGERIA. HE SAYS -- SORRY IF I 
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MISQUOTE HIM HERE -- SOMETHING TO THE EFFECT THAT THIS COULD 
JUST DWARF THE MESS IN RWANDA, SHOULD CIVIL WAR IGNITE, 
WHICH HE THINKS IS ABOUT TO IGNITE. DO YOU HAVE ANY 
COMMENTS ON THAT? 
MR. JOHNSON: NOT DIRECTLY. I'D NOTE THAT THE 
POPULATION OF THE AREA IS SIGNIFICANTLY LARGER AND THAT 
REVEREND JACKSON IS THERE ON A PRESIDENTIAL MISSION TO 
ASSESS AND SEE IF HE CAN HELP BRING ABOUT A RESTORATION OF 
DEMOCRACY IN THE AREA. WE'RE LOOKING TO HIM FOR A REPORT ON 
HOW HE VIEWS THAT SITUATION, BUT I DON'T HAVE ANY FORMAL 
READOUT ON HIS VIEWS AT THIS POINT. 
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Q OKAY. DO YOU HAVE A FORMAL READOUT OF THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT'S VIEW OF THE SITUATION IN NIGERIA AS IT 
PERTAINS TO THE OUTBREAK OF CIVIL WAR? 
MR. JOHNSON: I WOULD SAY THAT NIGERIA IS CALM TODAY 
AFTER YESTERDAY'S DEMONSTRATIONS IN WHICH AT LEAST ONE 
PERSON WAS KILLED IN ABUJA. 
THE DEMONSTRATORS WERE CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF 
ABIOLA WHO HAS BEEN IMPRISONED BY THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT 
FOR THE PAST MONTH. WE'RE CONTINUING TO MONITOR THE 
SITUATION IN NIGERIA CLOSELY. AND, AS YOU RECOGNIZE, JESSE 
JACKSON, AS A PRESIDENTIAL ENVOY, IS ON THE GROUND THERE NOW 
BUT I'D ALSO LIKE TO REMIND YOU THAT WE CAUTION ALL 
AMERICANS THAT CARE SHOULD BE EXERCISED WHEN THEY ARE 
TRAVELLING TO NIGERIA. 
WE CONTINUE TO REVIEW THE SITUATION THERE ON A 
REGULAR BASIS, AND WE'LL TAKE SUCH FURTHER ACTIONS AS MAY 
CONTRIBUTE TO PROGRESS TOWARD DEMOCRACY. 
PAGE 8 
Q CAN I SHIFT TO RWANDA? COULD YOU BRING US UP 
TO DATE ON OUR DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT 
IN KIGALI AND TELL US WHAT GUARANTEES, IF ANY, THEY'RE NOW 
OFFERING TO PEOPLE WHO ARE CONTEMPLATING RETURNING TO THE 
COUNTRY? 
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MR. JOHNSON: FIRST, I'D LIKE TO REMIND YOU, I 
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SUPPOSE, THAT ASSISTANT SECRETARY GEORGE MOOSE WILL BE 
TRAVELLING TO KIGALI THIS WEEKEND. HE'S GOING TO BE MEETING 
WITH RPF LEADERS THERE AS WELL AS OTHERS. 
HE IS GOING TO BE STRESSING TO THEM THE NEED TO 
ESTABLISH CONDITIONS THAT WILL ALLOW REFUGEES TO RETURN 
VOLUNTARILY. IN ADDITION, HE'S GOING TO BE CONSULTING WITH 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS IN THE REGION, WHILE HIS INTINERARY IS BY 
NO MEANS FIRM, HE CERTAINLY WILL BE VISITING BURUNDI AND 
UGANDA. 
HE'S GOING TO BE CONSULTING WITH REGIONAL LEADERS, 
EXPRESSING OUR THANKS FOR THEIR EFFORTS WITH THE REFUGEES 
AND EXPLORING WAYS TO PROVIDE FURTHER URGENTLY NEEDED 
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE. 
ONE OF AMBASSADOR RAWSON'S GOALS, SINCE BEING SENT 
BACK TO THE AREA, IS TO ENCOURAGE THE NEW GOVERNMENT TO 
ESTABLISH THE TYPE OF CONDITIONS WHICH WOULD ENCOURAGE THE 
RETURN OF THE REFUGEES. 
HE'S MET WITH VARIOUS OFFICIALS OF THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT, WITH UNAMIR AND WITH OTHER INDIVIDUALS 
ATTEMPTING TO HANDLE THIS CRISIS. WE BELIEVE HIS MISSION 
HAS BEEN GOING WELL, AND WE'RE ENCOURAGED BY OUR DIALOGUE 
WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT. 
THERE HAVE BEEN POSITIVE, CONCRETE ACHIEVEMENTS, 
INCLUDING RPF-UNAMIR PATROLS, A STATED WILLINGNESS ON BEHALF 
OF THE NEW LEADERS TO ALLOW THE DEPLOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
MONITORS, AND CONFIRMATION THAT THERE WILL BE NO RIGOROUS 
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SCREENING OF REFUGEES WISHING TO RETURN TO RWANDA. 
BY THAT, I MEAN, THEY MAY LOOK FOR CERTAIN 
INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE ACCUSED OF ACTS OF GENOCIDE OR SUSPECTED 
OF GENOCIDE, BUT THERE'S GOING TO BE NO UNIFORM SCREENING 
PROGRAM IN ORDER TO ENCOURAGE AS MANY PEOPLE TO RETURN TO 
RWANDA AS WE CAN, BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THAT IS WHERE THE 
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ULTIMATE SOLUTION TO THE REFUGEE CRISIS WILL BE FOUND. 
Q YOUR ENCOURAGING STATEMENTS ABOUT THE RPF RAISE 
THE QUESTION OF WHEN YOU PLAN TO RECOGNIZE THE RPF AS THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT IN RWANDA? 
MR. JOHNSON: WE BELIEVE THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT IN 
KIGALI IS THE ENTITY THAT EXERCISES EFFECTIVE CONTROL IN 
PAGE 9 
RWANDA. WE RECOGNIZE THEM AS SUCH AND CONSIDER IT A MATTER 
OF URGENCY TO WORK WITH THEM TO FULFILL OUR HUMANITARIAN 
MISSION. 
SO THE ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTION IS, YES, WE ALREADY 
RECOGNIZE THEM, 
Q AS OF TODAY? 
MR. JOHNSON: BUT AT THE SAME TIME WE CONTINUE TO 
PRESS FOR THE FORMATION OF A TRULY BROAD-BASED GOVERNMENT 
THAT RESPECTS THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF ALL RWANDANS AND CREATES 
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CONDITIONS WHICH WILL PERSUADE THEM TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES 
Q THIS IS AS OF TODAY, YOU RECOGNIZE IT? 
MR. JOHNSON: I THINK THE RECOGNITION IS NOT A 
PRONOUNCEMENT. IT'S A SERIES OF ACTIONS, AND WE HAVE DONE 
THAT BY WORKING WITH THEM AND DEALING WITH THEM ON THE 
ROUND. 
Q IS THE U.S. PREPARED TO OPEN ITS EMBASSY? 
MR. JOHNSON: WE HAVE AN AMBASSADOR THERE NOW WHO IS 
ASSESSING THINGS LIKE THAT. WHETHER WE WILL PUT ANOTHER 
TEAM BACK THERE ON THE GROUND, IS SOMETHING THAT HE'S GOING 
TO BE GIVING US ADVICE ON OVER THE NEXT FEW DAYS. I 
CERTAINLY WOULDN'T EXCLUDE IT, BUT I DON'T HAVE AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT TO MAKE ON THAT. 
Q WILL RAWSON STAY THERE? 
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MR. JOHNSON: I DON'T KNOW IF HE WILL RETURN HERE FOR 
FURTHER CONSULTATIONS. HE MIGHT STAY IN THE REGION FOR A 
PROLONGED PERIOD OF TIME. 
Q DO YOU KNOW IF OTHER GOVERNMENTS ARE ALSO 
RECOGNIZING THE NEVI GOVERNMENT? 
MR. JOHNSON: I DON'T. I DON'T HAVE AN ACCOUNT OF 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS MAY BE DOING, AS WE HAVE DONE, AND NOT 
MAKING A CONCRETE ANNOUNCEMENT OF RECOGNITION BUT DEALING 
\'liTH THEM AS THE GOVERNMENT AND THROUGH THAT MECHANISM 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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RECOGNIZING THEM. 
Q CAN YOU EXPLAIN THAT -- THE SEMANTICS OF THIS 
OR THE PROCESS OF THIS? WHY YOU'RE SORT OF LETTING IT SLIP, 
THAT THERE'S A DE FACTO RECOGNITION? 
MR. JOHNSON: I WOULDN'T CHARACTERIZE IT THE WAY YOU 
HAVE. WE SENT OUR AMBASSADOR THERE TO ATTEMPT TO WORK \'liTH 
THE NEVJLY CONSTITUTED GOVERNMENT. WE FOUND THAT WE CAN, 
AND BY THAT ACTION, VIE ARE IN FACT RECOGNIZING THEM. 
PAGE 10 
Q ARE THERE ANY CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO --
MR. JOHNSON: AS I SAID BEFORE, WE'RE ENCOURAGING 
THEM TO BROADEN THE BASE OF THEIR GOVERNMENT AND TO DEAL 
WITH THE HUMANITARIAN PROBLEMS THAT ARE THERE. 
Q DAVID, CAN YOU CITE A PRECEDENT WHERE THE 
UNITED STATES HAS, IN THIS SORT OF BACKING-INTO-IT WAY, 
RECOGNIZED A GOVERNMENT? 
MR. JOHNSON: I'M NOT CHARACTERIZING MYSELF, OR 
ASSOCIATING MYSELF WITH YOUR QUESTION, I CAN'T. I DON'T 
HAVE A LITANY OF HOW WE'VE GONE ABOUT PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OR FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENTS OR JUST BEGINNING TO BEHAVE. I \'JILL 
SEE IF I CAN FIND OUT SOMETHING, BUT I DON'T THINK IT'S 
INCONSISTENT WITH OUR PRACTICES TO DEAL WITH THINGS ON AN 
INCREMENTAL BASIS AS OPPOSED TO MAKING FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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Q THE LANGUAGE USED BY CHRISTOPHER ABOUT TEN DAYS 
AGO WAS THAT THE UNITED STATES DE-RECOGNIZING THE EXISTING 
GOVERNMENT AT THAT TIME. WHAT YOU'RE SAYING IS THAT THE ACT 
OF RE-RECOGNIZING HAS JUST SORT OF SLIPPED INTO PLACE 
WITHOUT ANY FORMAL DECISION OR DECREE? 
MR. JOHNSON: NO DECREE IS REQUIRED. DE-RECOGNITION, 
BASED ON THE LAST COUPLE OF WEEK'S ACTIONS, DOES. 
Q BUT IS THERE NOT USUALLY SOME SORT OF 
ANNOUNCEMENT THAT WE RECOGNIZE THIS AS THE DULY FORMED 
GOVERNMENT OR WHATEVER? 
MR. JOHNSON: I'M NOT SURE THAT THERE IS. I WILL 
LOOK INTO THAT, WHETHER WE'VE MADE IT OUR PAST PRACTICE TO 
STAND UP AND TOUT THAT SORT OF THING OR NOT. 
Q DAVID, YOU CITED AS ONE REASON THE FACT THAT 
THE RPF IS EXERCISING CONTROL -- EFFECTIVE CONTROL -- OVER 
THE COUNTRY. YOU NEVER DO COMPARISONS BUT, THE MILITARY 
LEADERS IN HAITI CONTROL OVER THE COUNTRY, DON'T THEY? 
MR. JOHNSON: YOU'RE RIGHT, I DO NOT DO COMPARISONS. 
I ANSWER YOUR QUESTION AFFIRMATIVELY. 
Q CAN YOU UPDATE US ON WHERE WE ARE WITH THE 
UNIMIR TALKS IN THE ATTEMPT TO PUT TOGETHER AN AFRICAN FORCE 
THERE? WHAT SORT OF NUMBERS DO WE HAVE AT THIS POINT? 
MR. JOHNSON: YES. JUST A MOMENT. THE FOLLOWING IS 
THE STATUS REPORT. 
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ETHIOPIA IS EXPECTED TO SEND AN ADVANCE TEAM BY 
AUGUST 3, AND A BATTALION OF 815 SHORTLY THEREAFTER. 
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GHANA IS EXPECTED TO DEPLOY ITS REMAINING 280 TROOPS 
WITHIN ONE TO TWO WEEKS. 
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THE UNITED STATES IS WORKING TO EXPEDITE THE LEASE 
AND SALE AND SHIPMENT OF THEIR EQUIPMENT. 
NIGERIA IS EXPECTED TO DEPLOY 120 TROOPS WITHIN TEN 
DAYS, 
TUNISIA IS CONSIDERING THE DEPLOYMENT OF 1,000 TROOPS 
IN AUGUST. 
THE UNITED STATES IS ENCOURAGING THE FOUR FRANCOPHONE 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES NOW PARTICIPATING IN THE FRENCH-LED 
"OPERATION TURQUOISE" TO ALLOW THEIR 500 TROOPS TO STAY ON 
AFTER FRANCE'S WITHDRAWAL AND TO MERGE WITH UNAMIR. 
THE ABOVE DEPLOYMENTS WOULD CONSTITUTE 2,715 NEW 
UNAMIR TROOPS. IN ADDITION TO THOSE , CANADA PLANS TO DEPLOY 
A COMMUNICATIONS BATTALION OF 350 WITHIN TWO WEEKS . 
AUSTRALIA WILL DEPLOY A MEDICAL UNIT OF 300 AND A 
SECURITY UNIT OF 120 BEGINNING ON AUGUST 6 . 
THE UNITED KINGDOM WILL SEND AN ENGINEERING UNIT OF 
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250 TO 300 BEGINNING NEXT WEEK. 
I'D NOTE THAT EQUIPMENT SHORTAGES HAVE BEEN THE 
PRINCIPAL IMPEDIMENT TO DEPLOYMENT TROOPS FOR UNAMIR . THE 
ONLY TROOPS THAT HAVE BEEN DEPLOYED HAVE BEEN THE GHANIANS 
WHO ARE BEING EQUIPPED BY THE UNITED STATES. 
WE ARE WORKING TO ENCOURAGE OTHER COUNTRIES WITH THE 
APPROPRIATE EQUIPMENT TO MAKE IT AVAILABLE TO UNEQUIPPED 
UNAMIR CONTINGENTS. 
Q THERE ARE ALREADY 500 GHANIANS IN-COUNTRY? 
MR . JOHNSON : THERE ARE 500 TROOPS -- FRANCOPHONE 
AFRICAN TROOPS -- NOW PARTICIPATING IN THE FRENCH-LED 
"OPERATION TURQUOISE." I DON'T HAVE A NUMBER FOR YOU ON HOW 
MANY GHANAIAN TROOP ARE ALREADY IN- COUNTRY . I'LL SEE WHAT 
I CAN FIND ABOUT THAT . 
Q DAVID, DEFENSE MINISTER LEOTARD IS IN TOWN. 
ARE YOU TRYING TO IMPRESS UPON HIM THE NEED FOR FRENCH 
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TROOPS THERE? OR ARE YOU RESIGNED TO THE FACT THAT THE 
FRENCH TROOPS ARE GOING TO GO? 
MR. JOHNSON: I DON'T HAVE A READOUT FOR YOU ON HIS 
MEETINGS. OBVIOUSLY, THERE ARE A NUMBER OF ISSUES THAT 
COULD BE DISCUSSED WITH THE FRENCH DEFENSE MINISTER. WHILE 
#THERE ARE 520 GHANAIAN PEACEKEEPERS IN RWANDA. 
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I'M SURE THAT WAS ON THE AGENDA 
RWANDA AND FRENCH EFFORTS THERE 
INFORMATION FOR YOU ON THE TONE 
THOSE DISCUSSIONS. 
THAT IS, THE SITUATION IN 
I DON'T HAVE ANY 
OR TENOR OR SUBSTANCE OF 
Q DAVID, REGARDING THE REFUGEES -- THE REFUGEE 
ISSUE I'M REFERRING TO DISPATCHES I'VE SEEN IN THE LAST 
FEW DAYS. THERE IS ONE -- I GUESS THE QUESTION IS -- ARE WE 
IN CONTACT WITH THE REBEL GOVERNMENT OF WHAT IS NOW, IN 
EFFECT, THE GOVERNMENT IN KIGALI ABOUT THE PROBLEM OF THE 
REFUGEES FEARING THE REBELS, FEARING FOR THEIR LIVES -- THAT 
ISSUE? DO WE KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THAT? 
AND, SECONDLY, I'VE READ ABOUT THE TERRIBLE THREAT OF 
THE SPREAD OF THE CHOLERA BY REFUGEES THAT MIGHT BE 
RETURNING AND CONTAMINATING THEIR WATER SUPPLIES IN THEIR 
HOME AREAS OR IN KIGALI, HAVING EVEN WORSE EPIDEMICS OF 
CHOLERA COME FROM A RAPID RETURN OR ANY RETURN OF THE SICK 
PEOPLE, THESE CARRIERS. I NOTED ALSO THAT THEY CAN'T SEEM 
TO FIND ANY WAY TO BURY THE DEAD IN -- PARDON ME -- THE 
ZARIAN TOWN -- I FORGET THE NAME OF THE TOWN -- BUT WHERE 
MOST OF THE REFUGEES ARE AND DYING, THEY CAN'T SEEM TO FIND 
ANY WAY TO BUY THEM. CAN YOU ADDRESS THOSE ISSUES? 
MR. JOHNSON: I'LL TAKE YOUR LAST ONE FIRST. THE 
UNITED STATES, I BELIEVE, AS ANNOUNCED EARLIER, HAS SENT A 
CONTINGENT THERE TO ASSIST IN THE BURIAL PROCESS AND TO HELP 
THERE. 
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UPON THE 
WORK QUICKLY 
TO CREATE THE CONDITIONS WHICH WILL GIVE THE REFUGEES THE 
CONFIDENCE THAT THEY CAN SAFELY RETURN HOME. WE BELIEVE THE 
INSTALLATION OF A BROAD-BASED GOVERNMENT, WHICH IS 
REPRESENTATIVE OF RWANDAN SOCIETY, IS AN IMPORTANT GOAL IN 
THIS REGARD. 
THE NEW GOVERNMENT HAS ALREADY TAKEN SEVERAL STEPS TO 
INCREASE CONFIDENCE, INCLUDING, AS I MENTIONED A FEW MINUTES 
AGO, THE CREATION OF JOINT RPF/UNAMIR PATROLS AND THE 
STATEMENT OF ITS WILLINGNESS TO ALLOW THE DEPLOYMENT OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS MONITORS IN RWANDA. WE BELIEVE ALSO THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT NOT TO ENGAGE IN A RIGOROUS 
SCREENING PROCESS OF RETURNING REFUGEES WOULD HELP 
FACILITATE THEIR RETURN. 
Q WHAT ABOUT THE MEDICAL RISKS? 
MR. JOHNSON: I CAN'T COMMENT COMPLETELY ON THAT, 
CHOLERA IS A PROBLEM OF CROWDED CONDITIONS AND A PROBLEM OF 
SANITATION WHICH COMES FROM THAT, AND RELIEVING THE PRESSURE 
AT THE BORDER WILL HELP TO RELIEVE THAT CRISIS. 
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Q COULD YOU ELABORATE ON -- RETURNING TO 
NIGERIA. COULD ELABORATE ON WHAT SORT OF FURTHER ACTIONS 
THE U.S. COULD TAKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO DEMOCRACY? COULD THAT 
INCLUDE ORGANIZING AN EMBARGO ON THEIR OIL SHIPMENTS, OR 
PAGE 25 STATE 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT? 
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MR. JOHNSON: I THINK THAT GIVEN THE FACT THAT WE 
HAVE A PRESIDENTIAL ENVOY IN NIGERIA RIGHT NOW WHO IS 
ASSESSING THE SITUATION, I WILL RESERVE ON WHAT FURTHER 
STEPS WE MIGHT TAKE TO ENCOURAGE A RETURN TO DEMOCRACY, BUT 
UNDERLINE THAT WE ARE PREPARED TO TAKE FURTHER STEPS. 
ARE WE FINISHED WITH NIGERIA? 
Q WHEN IS MR. JACKSON 
Current Class: UNCLASSIFIED 
48 
Page: 18 
Date Printed: 
17 Mar 2003 
UNCLASSIFIED 
DOC NBR: 1994STATE204459 
CHANNEL: n/a 
HANDLING: n/a 
MR, JOHNSON: I'M SORRY, I DON'T HAVE HIS ITINERARY. 
Q EARLIER THIS WEEK THE PENTAGON SUGGESTED THAT 
THE U.S. WAS GOING TO SET UP A LIAISON LOGISTICAL BASE IN 
KIGALI AND SET UP WAYSTATIONS TO HELP THESE REFUGEES WHO'RE 
RETURNING, CAN YOU GIVE US A RUNDOWN ON WHERE THAT STANDS? 
MR. JOHNSON: I CAN RECALL FOR YOU THAT THAT WAS ONE 
OF THE OPTIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION AND NOT AN ANNOUNCED 
PLAN. I'D ALSO REFER YOU TO THE CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS EARLIER 
IN THE DAY AT THE WHITE HOUSE AS MORE AUTHORITATIVE THAN 
MINE WOULD BE ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE MILITARY IN THE AREA 
Q ONE MORE ON RWANDA. YOU DID OUTLINE SOME OF 
THE HELP CANADIAN, AUSTRALIAN, BRITISH, AND THE MILITARY, 
IN A LOGISTIC SENSE, THAT'S IN-COMING. BUT IS THE U.S. 
SATISFIED WITH THE CONTRIBUTIONS BEING MADE BY OTHER 
COUNTRIES SO FAR IN THE RELIEF EFFORT? WHAT SORT OF HELP 
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ARE OTHER COUNTRIES OFFERING SO FAR? 
MR. JOHNSON: I DON'T HAVE A FORMAL RUNDOWN. I DO 
NOTE THAT I HAVE, IN HERE, SOME HELP THAT'S BEEN GIVEN BY 
THE GERMANS. IT'S BEEN SAID A FEW TIMES THAT WE ARE THE 
LARGEST CONTRIBUTOR BUT CERTAINLY OTHERS ARE WORKING, AS ARE 
MANY PRIVATE PERSONS AND EVEN PRIVATE AMERICANS. 
Q I WAS THINKING ABOUT FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS? 
MR. JOHNSON: I DON'T HAVE A RUNDOWN FOR YOU. AS YOU 
SEE, COURTESY OF YOUR COLLEAGUES REPORTING FROM THE REGION, 
THERE IS CERTAINLY A NUMBER OF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WHICH ARE 
MAKING CONCRETE CONTRIBUTIONS. 
ARE WE FINISHED WITH AFRICA? 
Q CAN I TURN TO NORTH KOREA? 
PAGE 14 
MR, JOHNSON: SURE. 
Q 
VISIT TO 
ANY KIND 
I SUPPOSE SECRETARY GALLUCCI HAS WRAPPED UP HIS 
THE FOUR CAPITALS, ENDING IN MOSCOW. DO YOU HAVE 
OF PROGRESS REPORT OF THE PRESENT SITUATION? 
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MR. JOHNSON: I WOULD NOTE THAT HE HAS CHARACTERIZED 
HIS CONSULTATIONS ALL ALONG AS VERY USEFUL AND PRODUCTIVE. 
BUT I'D ALSO NOTE THAT HE'S NOT BACK YET . I BELIEVE HE 
ARRIVES SOMETIME TODAY. UNTIL HE'S ON THE GROUND HERE, I 
UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED 
PAGE 27 STATE 204459 3121272 
THINK IT WOULD BE PREMATURE FOR ME TO TRY TO GIVE YOU ANY 
SORT OF DETAILED ASSESSMENT STOP-BY-STOP. 
Q ARE YOU WILLING TO GIVE A BRIEFING OR SO NEXT 
WEEK? 
MR . JOHNSON: I'M NOT SURE. 
IMMEDIATELY FOR GENEVA, HE MAY BE 
NOT ACTUALLY PHYSICALLY HERE, IT'S 
PREDICTION ON THAT. 
Q JUST ONE MORE THING, 
MR. JOHNSON: CERTAINLY. 
HE MAY BE DEPARTING MORE 
AVAILABLE. BUT WITH HIM 
HARD FOR ME TO GIVE YOU A 
Q I THINK THE BIG FOCUS UPON THE SPENT FUEL RODS 
CURRENTLY NOW IN THE COOLING PONDS . MANY PEOPLE SAY THAT 
THE TIMING WILL BE RIPE BY THE END OF AUGUST OR SEPTEMBER, 
READY FOR THE REPROCESSING. 
I THINK, IN SOME MEDIA, PEOPLE SUGGEST THAT ONE 
SOLUTION FOR THAT IS TO PERSUADE NORTH KOREA TO TAKE THOSE 
FUEL RODS OUT OF THE COUNTRY UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL 
SUPERVISION, OR SOMETHING, AND REPROCESSING IN OTHER 
COUNTRIES LIKE FRANCE OR ENGLAND. WOULD THAT BE ONE OF THE 
OPTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT? 
MR. JOHNSON: I'D MAKE TWO POINTS . ONE IS THAT IAEA 
PERSONNEL REMAIN IN NORTH KOREA . WE BELIEVE THAT SAFEGUARDS 
ARE IN PLACE WITH RESPECT TO THOSE FUEL RODS. 
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THE PRIMARY SINGLE -- OUR OBJECTIVE IN THE THIRD 
ROUND IS A BROAD AND THOROUGH SOLUTION TO THE NUCLEAR 
PROBLEM. I'M JUST NOT IN A POSITION TO FORECAST WHAT SORT 
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OF INDIVIDUAL THINGS MIGHT CONSTITUTE THAT. 
Q ON JAPAN, I UNDERSTAND THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
KONO WAS IN TOUCH WITH AMBASSADOR TALBOTT. COULD YOU TELL 
US WHEN THAT CONTACT TOOK PLACE AND WHAT WAS DISCUSSED? 
MR. JOHNSON: OKAY. 
FOREIGN MINISTER KONO AND 
THIS MORNING ON THE PHONE. 
PAGE 15 
I CAN 
ACTING 
THAT 
CONFIRM FOR YOU THAT 
SECRETARY TALBOTT DID 
CONVERSATION WAS A 
SPEAK 
CONTINUATION OF THE ACTING SECRETARY'S DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER WHICH TOOK PLACE IN BANGKOK AT THE ASEAN 
MEETING. 
THE PRIMARY TOPIC OF THE CONVERSATION WAS THE VISIT OF 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER HAISHI TO WASHINGTON AND HIS 
SCHEDULED DISCUSSIONS AT USTR. 
THE FOREIGN MINISTER AND THE ACTING SECRETARY AGREED 
THAT THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN SHOULD WORK THROUGH THE 
WEEKEND IN ADDRESSING THE TRADE ISSUES. 
Q TURNING TO CANADA, WEDNESDAY THE LEADER OF THE 
PARTITE DE BAQUACHAK SAID THAT BASED ON MEETINGS HE HAD WITH 
STATE DEPARTMENT AND WHITE HOUSE OFFICIALS BACK IN MARCH 
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1993 THAT HE WAS UNDER THE IMPRESSION THE U.S. WOULD SUPPORT 
THE ENTRY OF A SEPARATE QUEBEC INTO THE NORTH AMERICAN FREE 
TRADE AGREEMENT, IS HIS IMPRESSION RIGHT; IS THAT U,S. 
POLICY? 
MR. JOHNSON: I WOULD SAY THAT NO ASSURANCES ON NAFTA 
ACCESSION HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO ANY PARTY. SUCH AN ACTION 
WOULD INVOLVE NUMEROUS LEGAL ISSUES. ANY DISCUSSION OF 
QUEBEC AND NAFTA ACCESSION AT THIS POINT IS PURELY 
HYPOTHETICAL; AND, AS YOU KNOW, WE DON'T DO HYPOTHETICAL 
ISSUES, BUT I WOULD LIKE TO REPEAT OUR LONG-STANDING 
POSITION THAT WE ENJOY EXCELLENT RELATIONS WITH A STRONG AND 
UNITED CANADA, HOWEVER, CANADA'S POLITICAL FUTURE IS FOR 
CANADIANS TO DECIDE. 
Q WILL YOU TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RENEGOTIATE 
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NAFTA IF QUEBEC'S ENTRY WOULD OPEN UP THE DEAL AGAIN? 
MR. JOHNSON: I WOULD SAY THAT THAT IS, AT BEST, A 
HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION AT THIS POINT; AND, NO, I'M NOT GOING 
TO DEAL WITH IT. 
Q HIS IMPRESSION IS THEN WRONG? 
MR. JOHNSON: I'D SAY THAT WE'VE GIVEN NO ASSURANCES 
TO ANY PARTY CONCERNING ACCESSION TO NAFTA. 
Q WOULD IT DEPEND ON THE {INAUDIBLE}? {LAUGHTER} 
Q AT LAST? 
MR. JOHNSON: FURTHER SERIOUS QUESTIONS? {LAUGHTER} 
Q BACK TO NORTH KOREA BUT A DIFFERENT SUBJECT --
PAGE 30 STATE 
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EITHER MADE INQUIRIES 
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ANYBODY FROM THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
ATTEMPTS OR ACTUALLY TALKED TO --
MR. JOHNSON: I'M NOT AWARE OF ANY. 
PAGE 16 
Q DAVID, YESTERDAY ON THE HILL, SECRETARY 
CHRISTOPHER, AND THEN A NUMBER OF OTHERS AFTER CHRISTOPHER 
WAS FINISHED IN A LATER SESSION, SPOKE ABOUT THE RISE IN 
TERRORISM AND I BELIEVE POINTED THE FINGER, AT LEAST WITH 
REGARD TO RECENT BOMBINGS OF ISRAELI SS, TO IRAN -- WITH 
HIZBOLLAH AND IRAN -- BUT NOTHING AT ALL WAS MENTIONED 
YESTERDAY ABOUT THESE STORIES, THESE ALLEGATIONS, OF LARGE 
AMOUNTS OF WEAPONS-GRADE PLUTONIUM BEING SEARCHED FOR IN 
EUROPE; AND A HIGH-RANKING STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL, WHEN 
ASKED ABOUT THIS, SIMPLY COULD NOT GIVE AN ANSWER -- WOULD 
NOT GIVE AN ANSWER OR A COMMENT. AND THAT'S BEEN THE WAY IT 
IS WITH MOST OF OUR AMERICAN OFFICIALS ON THIS SUBJECT. AND 
WHAT I WANT TO ASK IS: IS THIS GREAT NIGHTMARE, THIS GREAT 
HORROR -- THE GREATEST HORROR, I THINK, OF A NUCLEAR TERROR, 
A NUCLEAR BLACKMAIL -- IS THIS COMING TRUE? 
THERE'S A STORY ABOUT FIVE IRAQIS BEING PURSUED BY 
GERMAN POLICE. IS THE UNITED STATES ABLE TO MAKE ANY 
COMMENT ABOUT IT? ARE WE HELPING THE GERMANS IN THIS MATTER 
-- WHICH SEEMS TO BE THE GREAT HUNT FOR PLUTONIUM IN THE 
SUMMER OF '94. 
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MR, JOHNSON: WELL, I'D SAY WE TAKE REPORTS ABOUT 
SMUGGLING OF NUCLEAR OR NUCLEAR-RELATED MATERIAL VERY 
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SERIOUSLY. WE FOLLOW UP ON EVERY ALLEGATION THAT WE RECEIVE 
IN EARLY MAY, GERMAN AUTHORITIES DISCOVERED A SMALL 
QUANTITY OF MATERIAL CONTAINING SIX GRAMS OF HIGHLY-REFINED 
PLUTONIUM. WE BELIEVE THIS PLUTONIUM CAME FROM RUSSIA. 
WE'RE IN TOUCH WITH GERMAN AUTHORITIES ON THE SPECIFICS OF 
THIS CASE AND WE STAND READY TO PROVIDE ANY REQUESTED 
ASSISTANCE. 
HOWEVER, WE'VE SEEN NO EVIDENCE SO FAR TO SUGGEST 
THAT THIS MATERIAL WAS CONNECTED WITH ANY LARGER AMOUNTS OF 
WEAPONS-GRADE PLUTONIUM. 
WE ARE INTENSIFYING OUR EFFORTS TO COMBAT NUCLEAR 
SMUGGLING. UNDER OUR NUNN-LUGAR PROGRAM, WE ARE ASSISTING 
RUSSIA, UKRAINE, BELARUS, AND KAZAKHSTAN IN STRENGTHENING 
THEIR ABILITY TO CONTROL FISSILE MATERIAL. WE'RE ALSO 
PROVIDING EXPORT-CONTROL TRAINING AND ASSISTANCE TO THE NEW 
INDEPENDENT STATES AND COUNTRIES OF EASTERN EUROPE, 
I'D ALSO NOTE THAT FBI DIRECTOR FREEH WAS RECENTLY I 
RUSSIA AND AGREED TO SET UP AN OFFICE THERE. AMONG ITS 
DUTIES WILL BE COMBATTING SMUGGLING. 
I'D ALSO NOTE THAT THE G-7 POLITICAL DIRECTORS ISSUED 
A STATEMENT THAT THEY AND RUSSIA WOULD COOPERATE TO FIGHT 
SUCH SMUGGLING. 
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Q THIS IS NOT REALLY TO WHAT HE SAID. 
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YESTERDAY, SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER MENTIONED THE RECENT 
EXPLOSIONS IN LONDON, BUENOS AIRES, AND PANAMA -- AND LINKED 
TO HIZBOLLAH. IS THERE ANY EVIDENCE THAT HIZBOLLAH WAS 
LINKED TO THESE EXPLOSIONS, INCLUDING THE PANAMA PLANE? 
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MR. JOHNSON: I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING BEYOND WHAT THE 
SECRETARY SAID FOR YOU YESTERDAY ON THAT. 
Q 
ITSELF? 
DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING MORE ON THE BOMBINGS 
MR. JOHNSON: I'D SAY THAT THE INVESTIGATIONS INTO 
ALL OF THESE CONTINUE. 
IN BUENOS AIRES, THE DEATH TOLL IS UP TO 95 DEAD AND 
10 REMAIN MISSING. 
FBI AGENTS ARE ACTIVELY INVESTIGATING AT THE SCENE OF 
BOTH THE BUENOS AIRES ATTACK AND THE PLANE CRASH IN PANAMA. 
THIS STEP WAS TAKEN FOLLOWING THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE 
PANAMANIAN COMMUTER PLANE CRASH WAS DEFINITELY FOLLOWED BY A 
BOMB. FOR THAT REASON THE FBI IS TAKING APPROPRIATE 
FOLLOW-UP ACTION, AS THREE UNITED STATES CITIZENS DIED 
ABOARD THIS PLANE. 
THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES ARE INVESTIGATING BOTH LONDON 
BOMBINGS. 
IT'S PREMATURE FOR US TO SAY WHO HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THESE ATTACKS. NO CONCLUSIVE FORENSIC EVIDENCE HAS YET 
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BEEN UNCOVERED THAT WOULD CONFIRM THE IDENTITIES OF THE 
PERPETRATORS OR LINKS TO THE BOMBINGS. 
Q THE SECRETARY SAID YESTERDAY I BELIEVE HE 
SAID IT WAS A FAIR ASSUMPTION THAT HIZBOLLAH DID IT WITH 
IRANIAN BACKING, WORDS TO THAT EFFECT. 
MR. JOHNSON: THE PATTERN OF ACTIVITY IS CONSISTENT 
WITH THAT. 
Q 
DID IT. 
HE DIDN'T TALK ABOUT PATTERNS. HE SAID THEY 
MR. JOHNSON: WELL, I WOULD REFER YOU TO HIS 
TESTIMONY THEN AS AUTHORITATIVE ON THE SUBJECT. 
Q ANOTHER THING HE BROUGHT UP IN HIS TESTIMONY 
WAS THE FACT THAT SOME OF OUR FRIENDS AND ALLIES ARE DOING 
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BUSINESS WITH IRAN, WHICH IN TURN HELPS IRAN SUPPORT TERROR 
WORLDWIDE. WHO MIGHT THOSE 11 FRIENDS AND ALLIES 11 BE? 
PAGE 18 
MR. JOHNSON: I BELIEVE HE SAID THAT HE HIMSELF 
DECLINED TO GIVE A LAUNDRY LIST OF THOSE PEOPLE, BUT HE DID 
EMPHASIZE THAT WHAT WE WISHED FOR THOSE WHO WERE ENGAGING IN 
THIS WAS THE CESSATION OF ANY SORT OF OFFICIAL CREDITS OR 
CREDIT GUARANTEES FOR EXPORT OF GOODS, AS WE BELIEVE THIS 
HELPS TO SUBSIDIZE IRANIAN ACTIVITIES. 
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Q THIS WEEKEND WILL THEY BE TALKING WITH OUR 
FRENCH AND GERMAN ALLIES ABOUT THIS? 
MR. JOHNSON: I DON'T HAVE A LIST OF HIS TOPICS IN 
HIS BILATERAL MEETINGS. 
Q WOULD YOU EXCLUDE IT? 
MR. JOHNSON: I DON'T HAVE A LIST OF TOPICS. I 
WOULDN'T EXCLUDE ANYTHING. 
Q ONE OF THE HOUSE MEMBERS REMINDED HIM THAT 
THERE'S A LAW ON THE BOOKS THAT SAYS THAT CERTAIN CATEGORIES 
OF WEAPONS ARE EXPORTED TO EITHER IRAN OR IRAQ. U.S. 
ASSISTANCE SHALL BE SUSPENDED TO THAT COUNTRY. AND THE 
CONGRESSMAN WAS TALKING ABOUT RUSSIA; AND I JUST WONDER WHAT 
RUSSIA'S STATUS IS AS AN AID RECIPIENT, SINCE IT'S PRETTY 
CONFIRMED THAT RUSSIA IS INDEED SELLING WEAPONRY TO THE 
IRANIANS . AND COULD YOU TAKE THE QUESTION AS TO WHETHER 
THIS HAS ARISEN HERE IN THIS BUILDING? 
MR. JOHNSON: I'LL LOOK INTO IT AND SEE IF WE CAN GET 
YOU SOMETHING ON IT. 
Q THANK YOU. 
MR. JOHNSON: THANK YOU, 
SANAA MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. . 
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